
POLICY: EHC

EHC - USE OF AGATENET AND THE INTERNET

AgateNet, a local area network, and the Internet, a global computer network, have vast potential to support curriculum and student learning.  The Board Of Education believes these technologies should be used in schools as learning resources to educate and to inform.

AgateNet allows the District to:

1
Connect all the computers in every classroom together,

2.
Reduce software cost,

3.
Connect to the Internet.

The Internet offers an opportunity for students to:

1.
Participate in distance learning activities,

2.
Ask questions of and consult with experts,

3.
Communicate with others students and individuals,

4.
Locate material to meet their educational and personal information needs.

Internet activities:

1.
Require students to think critically, analyze information and write clearly,

2.
Instill problem-solving skills,

3.
Hone computer and research skills that employers demand,

4.
Encourage an attitude of lifelong learning.

Because of these educational benefits, the Board believes the educational information and interaction available on the world wide network far outweighs the possibility that users may procure material not consistent with the education goals of the District.  Opportunities should be made available on a regular basis for parents to observe students use of the Internet in the schools,

The Internet is a fluid environment in which information available to students is constantly changing.  The Board acknowledges that it is impossible to predict with certainty what information students might locate.  The electronic information available to students does not imply endorsement by the District of the content, nor does the District make any guarantee as to the accuracy of information received on the Internet.

The district will make every effort to see that this educational resources is used responsibly by students.  Administrators, teachers and staff have a professional responsibility to work 


POLICY: EHC

together to help students develop the intellectual skills needed to discriminate among information sources, to identify information appropriate to their age and developmental levels, ant to evaluate and use their age and developmental levels, and to use the information to meet their educational goals.

The Board directs the superintendent to develop procedures for student exploration and use of electronic information resources.  Such procedures should address issues of privacy, ethical use of information, illegal and/or unauthorized uses of the networks and conditions of usage.

Use of this education resource demands personal responsibility and an understanding of the acceptable use procedures for the Internet.  Student use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right.  General rules for behavior and communications apply when using the Internet.  Failure to follow the acceptable use procedures will result in the loss of the privilege to use these educational tools.

All of the District computers are linked together through AgateNet.  This is a service provided by Agate School District for it’s students, staff, and the Agate Community.  Additional System support is provided by Rural Internet Access.  The District and the system administrators reserve the right to monitor all activity on AgateNet.  Each user is required to sign an Acceptable Use Agreement and on acceptance for membership to AgateNet, members will be given an account name and password.  This privilege maybe revoked by the administrator for any breach of the Agreement.

AgateNet is an electronic network which enables access to the Internet and shared software on the AgateNet file server.  The Internet is an electronic highway connecting thousands of computers all over the world and millions of individual subscribers.

AgateNet users have access to:

1. Electronic mail communication with people all over the world,

2. Information and news from NASA as well as the opportunity to correspond with the scientists at NASA and other research institutions,

3.
Public domain and shareware software of all types,

3. Discussion group on a plethora of topics ranging from Chinese culture to the environment to music to politics,

5.
Access to many university library catalogs, the Library of Congress, CARL, ERIC, and ACLIN,

4. Access to the World Wide Web.
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Member agrees not to publish on or over the AgateNet or any District computer any information which violates or infringes upon the rights of any other person or any information which would be abusive, profane or sexually offensive to an average person, or which without the approval of the system administrators, contains any advertising or any solicitation of other members to use goods or services.  Member agrees not to use the facilities and capabilities of AgateNet to conduct any business or activity or solicit the performance of any activity which is prohibited by law.

Because AgateNet provides, through connection to Rural Internet Access, access to other computer systems around the world, Member (and the parent(s) of Member if Member is under 18 years of age) specifically understands that the system administrators and the District do not have control of the content of information residing on these other systems.  Members and the parents of Members who are under 18 years of age are advised that some systems may contain defamatory, inaccurate, abusive, obscene, profane, sexually oriented, threatening, racially offensive, or illegal material.  AgateNet, Agate School District #300, and the system administrators do not condone the use of such material and do not permit usage of such materials in the school environment.  Parents of minors having accounts on AgateNet should be aware of the existence of such materials and monitor home usage of AgateNet.  Students knowingly bringing such materials into the school environment will be dealt with according to the discipline policies of the District.  Such activities will result in the termination of their account on AgateNet.

AGATENET, THE SYSTEM ADMINISTRATORS AND THE DISTRICT DO NOT WARRANT THAT THE FUNCTIONS OR SERVICES PERFORMED BY, OR THAT THE INFORMATION OR SOFTWARE CONTAINED ON THE SYSTEM WILL MEET THE MEMBER’S REQUIREMENTS OR THAT THE OPERATION OF THE SYSTEM WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR-FREE OR THAT DEFECTS IN THE SYSTEM WILL BE CORRECTED.  AGATENET IS PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS, AS AVAILABLE” BASIS.  THE DISTRICT DOES NOT MAKE ANY WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, THOSE OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, WITH RESPECT TO ANY SERVICES PROVIDED BY SAME AND ANY INFORMATION OR SOFTWARE CONTAINED THEREIN.


USER RESPONSIBILITIES

All users of AgateNet must clearly understand their responsibilities as users of the LAN and the Internet.  The following is a general outline of those duties.  If any user has any question about the legitimacy of his activities, they should ask a teacher or the system administrator.
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1.
The use of your account must be in support of education and research and consistent with the education objectives of Agate School District

2.
As a user of this community system, students will notify a teacher or the system administrator of any violations of this contract taking place by other students or outside parties.  This is may be done anonymously/

3.
You may not give your password to anyone.

4.
You may not use or play any games via the network, including MUDs, unless it is part of a class assignment or project.

5.
You may not offer Internet access to any individual via your AgateNet account.

6.
You may not break in or attempt to break into other computer systems.

7.
You may not create or share computer viruses.

5. You may not destroy another person’s data.

9.
You may not monopolize the resources of AgateNet by doing things such as running large jobs during the day, sending massive amounts of mail to AgateNet users, or using system resources for games.

10.
You are not permitted to get from or put onto the network any copyrighted material (including software), or threatening or obscene material.

11.
Purposefully annoying Internet users, on or off the AgateNet system, is prohibited.  This includes things such as continuous talk requests.

12.
No illegal activities may be conducted via the network.

13.
All communications and information accessible via the network should be assumed to be private property.

Adopted: 10-17-96

LEGAL REF.:
47 U.S.C. et seq. (Communications Decency Act of 1995)


