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IJND - TECHNOLOGY

Students and teachers are increasingly finding new ways to enhance the learning environment by relying on technology to open an electronic window to information and interactive exchanges around the world.  Educators are introducing use of the Internet, “the world’s largest library,” and other new technology resources like Cd-ROM and electronic mail, to supplement existing instructional materials in the district’s schools.

The Board believes there are numerous effective ways in which technology can support learning and achievement.  New technologies allow students to connect with people and resources anywhere at any time.  Technology, when used effectively, promotes acquisition of knowledge and understanding of ideas.  Advanced skills, including the ability to organize complex, information and draw inferences regarding trends and patterns, and personal development are also a direct result of access to these versatile resources.

The rapid development of new technologies has outpaced the development of related law and policy, leaving multiple concerns about how to manage school related issues of privacy, security and liability, as well as freedom of expression, censorship and equitable access.  Making technology services available in schools required careful planning, strong professional development programs and sufficient notice to students, parents, and staff as to the expectations and potential hazards that accompany technology privileges.

The key challenge in creating a healthy environment for effective technology use is to balance the potential learning benefits against the potential concerns and then develop the best approach for the district and the community.  The superintendent is directed to develop a comprehensive set of technology policies and regulations consistent with this policy.

Adopted: 11-18-99

CROSS REFS.:
GBEE, Staff Use of District Technology

JS, Student Use of the Internet

JSA, Student Use of Electronic Mail
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