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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

tc \l1 "GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In pursuit of its mission to ensure that all students reach their learning potential, the Board of Education has established the following graduation requirements.

State and district content standards

tc \l2 "State and district content standards
All students must meet or exceed state and district content standards prior to becoming eligible to graduate.

Units of credit needed

tc \l2 "Units of credit needed
A total of 26 credits earned during grades nine through twelve are required for graduation.  A credit is defined as the amount of credit given for the successful completion of a course which meets four days per week for a minimum of 50 minutes daily for at least 36 weeks or the equivalent.  Successful completion means that the student obtained a passing grade for the course.

Credit from other institutions and home-based programs

tc \l2 "Credit from other institutions and home-based programs
All students entering from outside the district must meet the district graduation requirements.  The principal shall determine whether credit toward graduation requirements shall be granted for courses taken outside the district.  Students who are currently enrolled in the district and wish to obtain credit from outside institutions, or through “on-line” programs, must have prior approval from the principal.

The district shall accept the transcripts from a home-based educational program.  In order to determine whether the courses and grades earned are consistent with district requirements and district academic standards, the district shall require submission of the student’s work or other proof of academic performance for each course for which credit toward graduation is sought.  In addition, the district may administer testing to the student to verify the accuracy of the student’s transcripts.  The district may reject any transcripts that cannot be verified through such testing.

Class rankings and grade point averages

tc \l2 "Class rankings and grade point averages
Graduating seniors shall be ranked within the graduating class for each high school upon the basis of grade-point averages for the four-year program, excluding the last quarter of the senior year.
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Grades for regular classes will be given the following values:  A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, as well as a percentage score:  A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=69-65, F=0-64.

Grades for advanced placement classes will be given the following values:  A=5, B=3.75, C=2.5, D=1.25.

After a course has been passed, no future grade earned in the same course shall be used to determine class rank or grade point average.

All students with a minimum grade point average of 3.80 will be considered for the class valedictorian.  The administration and Board of Education shall determine the valedictorian/co-valedictorians based on difficulty of completed curriculum as well as character.  The student with the highest GPA shall be valedictorian and the next student in line shall be salutatorian unless more than one student has a 4.0 then the class will have co-valedictorians.  The minimum grade point average for salutatorian is 3.60.  Class salutatorian shall be determined in the same manner as the class valedictorian.

When transcripts of transfer students show grades such as pass or satisfactory, such grades shall not be counted in determining a cumulative grade point average.  Students entering from home-based education programs must submit work or other proof of academic performance for each course for which credit toward the cumulative grade point average is sought.  Class rank and grade point average for determination of valedictorian and salutatorian, as well as other in-school purposes, shall be based on only those grades received at Agate School District #300.

Independent study

tc \l2 "Independent study
Independent study, work experience and experienced-based programs approved in advance by the principal may be taken for high school credit.  Students must submit a request for approval that includes a summary of the educational objectives to be achieved and monitored by a faculty member.

Student course load

tc \l2 "Student course load
The course load for freshman, sophomores, juniors and seniors shall be a minimum of 6 credits per school year.  Students who wish to take less credits in any given school year must obtain advance permission from the principal.

Years of attendance

tc \l2 "Years of attendance
The Board of Education believes that most students benefit from four years of high school experience and are encouraged not to graduate early.  However, in some cases, students need the challenge provided by post secondary education or other opportunities at an earlier age.  Therefore, the principal may grant permission to students wishing to graduate early, provided the student has met all district graduation requirements.
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Required credits/courses

Class of 2010 – -

tc \l2 "Required credits/courses
Credits

Area




Specific Courses

4.5

English



English 1, 2, 3, 4, 

and Speech (1/2)

3

Mathematics

       Algebra 1, Geometry,                                                              and math elective
3

Science



General Science and Biology

4.5

Social Studies


Geography, US History,                                             World History, Civics, and                                          Economics (1/2) 

1

Physical Education

1

Foreign Language


Spanish, French, Sign                                                Language
1

Practical Arts


Computer, Humanities, Art,

Foreign Language, Music, Drama, Business
8

Electives



Foreign Language,                                                                  Journalism, Agriculture                                                            education, MCC college                                                            courses, and others.
_____

26

Total
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Revised:  

May 23, 2002

Revised:

August 26, 2004

LEGAL REF.:

C.R.S. 22-33-104.5

CROSS REFS.:
AE, Accountability/Commitment to Accomplishment

AEA, Standards Based Education

IA, Instructional Goals and Learning Objectives

IHBG, Home Schooling

IHCDA, Post-secondary Options/Concurrent Enrollment

IK, Academic Achievement

ILBA, District Program Assessments

ILBB, State Program Assessments

ILBA, Literacy and Reading Comprehension Assessments

IJNDA, On-Line Instruction
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