Policy:

KBA

District Title 1 Parent Involvement

Pursuant to federal law, the district and the parents of students participating in Title 1 district programs have jointly developed the following parent involvement policy.  The policy shall be implemented by the superintendent or designee according to the time line set forth in the policy and incorporated into the district’s Title 1 plan.

Involvement with Title 1 planning

The district shall hold an annual meeting for parents of students in Title 1 programs, as well as school Title 1 staff, principals of schools receiving Title 1 funds and other interested persons to discuss the Title 1 program plan, review implementation of the Title 1 l plan, discuss how Title 1 funds allotted for parent involvement activities shall be sued, and invite suggestions for improvement.

District support for parent involvement

The district shall provide coordination, technical assistance and other support necessary to assist participating schools in building capacity for strong parent involvement and in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance.  This shall include:

· The District shall appoint a Title 1 staff member as the district’s Parent 

Involvement Coordinator

· The District shall allow the Accountability Committee to function as the District Parent Advisory Council due to the small rural nature of this district.  The Accountability Committee is comprise of and not limited to parents, teachers, administrators, community members and Board members, which will assist in providing advice on all matters related to parent involvement in the Title 1 program.

· Community based organizations and local businesses shall be encouraged to join the Accountability Committee to become involved in the district’s Title 1 Parent Involvement activities.

· The District shall support the attendance of staff and parents to teacher development training and in-service, parent-teacher development activities.

· School-based parent involvement activities, such as Open House and Parent/Teacher conferences.

· The district will develop a schedule for volunteering in teacher classrooms.
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The district shall, with the assistance of parents, develop and implement a district professional development plan to enhance the skills of teachers, pupil service personnel, principals, and other staff in:

· the value and utility of contributions of parents

· how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners

· implementing and coordinating parent programs

· building ties between parents and the school

Coordination of parent involvement activities with other district programs

The district shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with Title 1, Match Wits, Student Council, Black Forest League activities, East Central BOCES, Knowledge Bowl teams, science fairs, music programs, awards ceremonies, parent/teacher conferences, open house, and district preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in education of their students.

The district shall provide convenient parental access to materials, services, and other pertinent material of programs available to them.  The district shall require quarterly meetings of the staff with parents whose children are involved in the above listed activities and programs.

Student Learning
The district shall coordinate and integrate Title 1 parental involvement strategies with those of other educational programs in the district.  The purpose of this coordination shall be to improve the academic quality of the schools served, including identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in activities authorized by law, particularly by parents who:

· are economically disadvantaged

· have disabilities

· have limited English proficiency

· have limited literacy

· are of any racial or ethnic minority background

· are parents of migratory children

The District Title 1 Parent Involvement Coordinator will document, at least quarterly, information gleaned from district staff involved with other educational programs.  This effort will be used to identify any perceived barriers in accessing district programs by parents who fit any of the description outlined above.

The district shall provide to parents, as appropriate, information to help them understand the state’s academic content and achievement standards, state and local academic assessments,
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the requirements of Title 1, how to monitor students’ academic progress and how to work with school staff to improve the achievement of students.  The district shall develop written materials and training for staff to help parents work with students to improve student achievement.

The district shall provide, but is not limited to, support and training in the following areas;

basic literacy skills, technology skills, Colorado State content standards, and how to monitor state and local academic assessments, on an as-needed basis.  Needs will be determined via parent surveys and other parental input.

School-based parent involvement activities

Parent involvement is an important component of an effective school.  Being a small rural school and community allows for a great deal of interaction and communication with parents.  This occurs because of many varieties of school and community activities that frequently bring teachers, parents, and students in contact with each other.

The district will encourage parents to collaborate with the district and the school by:

· promoting and supporting parenting skills for parents in need

· encouraging parents to play an integral role in assisting student learning 

· welcoming parents into the school

· seeking and supporting the assistance of parents in the school

· insuring that communication between home and school is regular, two-way and meaningful

· enabling parents to become volunteers at school at all levels

· promoting community collaboration to utilize resources to strengthen schools, families, and student learning

· soliciting parents as full partners in the decisions that affect children and families of district schools

Methods of communicating with parents

All information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities shall be sent to parents in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.

Communications and information will be shared with parents in the following ways:

· At the beginning of each school year a report will be prepared and disseminated to all parents of children attending the school, showing how the school is doing academically, the status of improvement, and other information regarding the current school year

· Parent/Teacher meetings shall be scheduled early in the year to discuss Title 1 in addition to any other services available to help students improve academically
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· The district shall promote an open door policy by posting and providing times during each school day, that teachers are available for discussion with parents

· The district shall provide advance notice and information distributed regarding school assemblies and awards invitations

· The district shall encourage informal discussions throughout the year; telephone, contact with parents through various school activities (sports, assemblies, etc.).

· The monthly school newspaper

· Periodic newsletters

· At the beginning of each school year the district shall provide students and parents with a handbook describing the program policies, guidelines and standards to which the children will be held to

Annual Evaluation

The district shall conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this policy.  The evaluation shall specifically address the academic quality of the school served, including identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in activities by law, particularly by parents who:

· are economically disadvantaged

· have disabilities

· have limited English proficiency

· have limited literacy

· are of any racial or ethnic minority background

· are parents of migratory children

The district shall use the findings of the evaluation to design strategies for more effective parental involvement and to revise, if necessary, this policy.

The district shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities as parents may request.

Development of school-level Title 1 parent involvement policy
Each school receiving Title 1 funds shall jointly develop with and distribute to parents of students participating in the Title 1 program (hereafter referred to as “parents”) a written School-Level Title 1 Parent Involvement Policy agreed upon by the parents in accordance with the requirements of federal law.

The policy shall contain a school-parent compact or agreement that outlines how parents, school staff and students will share the responsibility of improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help students.
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At a minimum, the compact shall include the provisions contained in the sample exhibit (KB-E-1) attached to this policy.

Adopted: 11/20/03

LEGAL REFS.:
C.R.S.  22-7-101 through 22-7-107

C.R.S.  22-7-407 (5)

C.R.S.
 22-11-201 (4)(b)(I)

C.R.S.  22-30.5-109

1 CCR 301-1, Rules 2202-R.2.01 (4)(j)

20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.

Title 1, Part A, Section 1118

Title 1, Part A, Section 1114 (b)(1)(F)

Title 1, Part A, Section 115 )c) (1)(g)

Title 1, Part A, Section 1116 (a)(1)(D)

Title 1, Part F, Section 1606 (a)(7)

Title 11, Part A, Section (a)(3)(B)(IV)

Title 1, Part A, Section 1112 (g)

Title 1, Part C, Section 1304 (b)(3)


Title 1, Part A, Section 1114 (b)(2)

CROSS REFS.:
ADA, School District Goals and Objectives

AE, Accountability/Commitment to Accomplishments

AEA, Standards Based Education

IA, Instructional Goals and Learning Objectives

IHBIB, Primary/Preprimary Education

IL, Evaluation of Instruction Program

ILBA, District Program Assessment

ILBB, State Program Assessments

KD, Public Information and Communications
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